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Liverpool Guild of Students Educates People about the Birds and the Bees 
Volunteering lies at the heart of Liverpool Guild of Students (LGoS), with a focus on making a big impact on the local community. LGoS is committed to providing our members and the wider community with a wide range of volunteering opportunities. These range from being part of an LGoS activity group to volunteering for various community organisations across Merseyside. Over 7,000 people attended the LGoS welcome fair on 26th September, where they were able to find out more information about what is on offer at LGoS. 
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In line with its values to be sustainable and green, LGoS offers a number of green projects to its members and the wider community. One of our green projects is the LGoS roof garden. Volunteers are actively involved in growing salads, vegetables and herbs in four raised beds, which are used in our catering. The garden is also home to two bee hives giving volunteers the chance to train as bee keepers. LGoS has partnered with the charity ‘Amy and Friends: Cockayne Syndrome’ and the volunteers will be working with the children to develop the garden and raise awareness of the charity. Finally, we will be running a schools project in partnership with Blackburne House in 2011, where volunteers will educate primary school aged children about bee keeping and horticulture.
The University Children’s Centre Garden Plot is a new and exciting volunteering opportunity for volunteers to learn horticultural skills and raise awareness of environmental issues. The produce from the growing space is used within the children’s lunches, giving their food metres rather than miles! Through the NUS Fresher Fresher’s scheme, Homebase will be helping to fund the project, supplying the centre with a new wormery, composter, fencing and much more. 
Foodcycle uses the synergy of donated food, volunteer time and an idle kitchen space to create positive social change in the community. The idea is simple. Food retailers throw out millions of tons of edible food every year due to supply overstock. The aim of FoodCycle is to redirect this food so it can be used to cook nutritious meals for people in the local community that do not have access to it for a variety of reasons, such as lack of income, access or knowledge of healthy nutrition. The result? People’s health benefit from better food, food waste is reduced, and volunteers get the satisfaction that they have helped improve their local community! 
This year, LGoS will work in partnership with Liverpool Student Union to deliver the Keep Liverpool Tidy project. It aims to reduce the impact of student changeover (when students move out of their accommodation and into new homes) on the local environment. The project helps to reduce waste collection costs around student changeover time and decrease the amount of waste on the streets. Thus the scheme dramatically improves student-community relationships. The collections are then either given away at free shops or to charity shops across Merseyside. 
Student Switch Off is a project delivered in collaboration with the University of Liverpool. Last year, five hundred and seventy six students were signed up from halls of residence as Eco-Power Rangers – advocates for the campaign who pledged to use energy carefully and encourage their friends to do the same. The rangers organised a variety of events over the course of the academic year to try and raise awareness about climate change. These included picture competitions, a film screening of the Age of Stupid, social marketing training to teach students about the behaviour change theory behind the campaign and a climate quiz. As a result of the volunteers’ hard work, 210, 230 kWh and 114 tonnes of CO2 was saved from Oct 2009 to May 2010. 
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On the 15th and 16th October, volunteers from across Merseyside will be working together to regenerate a part of Liverpool in the project ‘Regenerate’. They will be involved in activities such as gardening, lintel & coppice stone painting, weeding of housing frontages and alleyways, graffiti removal, oiling and painting play area equipment, and building tree guards. The project ran successfully in March and we aim to impact a larger number of beneficiaries in October. 
If you are interested in being involved in any of the above projects or finding out more about the volunteering opportunities on offer with LGoS, please visit lgos.org/volunteering or contact Becky Turner on rturner@liverpool.ac.uk or 0151 795 0387. 
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