Volunteers across Merseyside help to Regenerate Liverpool and get people back on their bikes
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On the 15th and 16th October, volunteers from across Merseyside worked together to regenerate a part of Liverpool through the project ‘Regenerate’. They were involved in activities on three sites in Picton ward including gardening, lintel & coppice stone painting, weeding of housing frontages and alleyways, graffiti removal, oiling and painting play area equipment, and building tree guards. 
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‘Regenerate’ was a huge success on a number of levels. Not only has the project played a significant role in helping to build thriving neighbourhoods in Merseyside, it has also provided the opportunity for a wonderfully diverse group of people to work together to achieve a common goal. ‘Regenerate’ attracted an impressive sixty volunteers over two days from the Zimbabwe Centre, Hope University, Liverpool Guild of Students, Liverpool Volunteers Centre, Liverpool Community College, Sandfield Park and Mencap Liverpool. This demonstrated both the widespread commitment across Liverpool as well as the genuine desire of both students and the wider community to regenerate their city.

Bringing students and local residents together to volunteer has also helped challenge the stereotypical divide in the community as well as having strengthened the relationship between these two groups. Such an event would not have been possible without the time and dedication of partner organisations across the region. Liverpool Guild of Students, Hope Univeristy, Liverpool Community College, Liverpool Volunteers Centre, Liverpool City Council, Groundwork Merseyside, BTCV, Mencap Liverpool and Riverside Housing all helped to make the project a success.
The positive feedback received from volunteers is testimony to the achievements of the project and the impact it has had on those who participated. Councillor Tim Beaumont praised the student involvement: "I was delighted to see people from so many different backgrounds working together to improve the Ward I represent. It shows that people do care and do want to make a difference. As a former student myself I was pleased to see today's generation of student volunteers getting stuck in too"

The ethos behind the project is another reason the project was so popular. Irene McNally, who is a Communities of Interest Environment Development Officer said of the event: “If the ‘Big Society’ is going to mean anything it has to be practical examples of people working together to improve their locality, this project is a first rate example of that”. 

The project may have accomplished its original aims however it is certainly not the end of ‘Regenerate’. The organisations involved hope to build on its initial success and regenerate more areas of Liverpool over the next few years. If you would like to be a part of this  then get in touch with Becky Turner on rturner@liverpool.ac.uk 
or 0151 793 606. 
Volunteers from Liverpool Guild of Students have also been involved in project managing the student led social enterprise project ‘Re-Cycles’. Recycles acts as both a recycling initiative as well as a bid to get more people on their bikes. More information can be found at www.re-cycles.co.uk.
Despite cycling being an affordable, healthy way of getting around the city there are currently barriers, such as safety concerns, existing which prevent people from doing so. Re-Cycles aims to remove these barriers by promoting safer cycle routes and selling ethically sourced products in the form of tyres, inner tubes, locks and lights at student friendly prices. Re-Cycles run a weekly Bike Doctor session in the basement of the Guild (Mount Pleasant) where they will be giving away free high-vis vests thanks to a generous donation from the Cycle Speke campaign. Re-Cycles also help people learn mechanic skills, such as fixing punctures, through workshops which only cost a one off membership fee of £1.
‘Critical Mass’, a monthly group bike ride, ensures that volunteers feel the social benefits of the scheme. Plans to take riders to the country side and on city tours are also in the pipeline.
It is not only Liverpool University students who will benefit from this scheme. Re-cycles invites students from all higher and further education institutes as well as members of the public to get involved. Re-Cycles champions the idea of partnership, working alongside Cycling Solutions (www.cyclingsolutions.co.uk) and groups such as Asylum Link, The Nerve Centre and The Art Organisation.
Re-Cycles was set up by students with the challenge of balancing a social enterprise with their course commitments. Despite the demands on her time Gemma, who co-founded Re-Cycles, says: “The work involved in building and sustaining an enterprise, including roles such as promotion, resource management, networking and partnerships and volunteer coordination, is far outweighed by the sheer joy of linking up with like minded individuals who want to be the change they wish to see in the world! In this way Re-Cycles think Ghandi would be proud of our efforts to move the cause of sustainable transport forward from a grassroots level”.
For more information on getting involved with Re-Cycles, contact Gemma or Luke (info@re-cycles.co.uk) or meet them in person at Liverpool Guild of Students every Tuesday and Wednesday 1-4pm at their basement workshop. Re-Cycles is also on the lookout for unwanted second hand bikes so please get in touch with them and they will collect for free!
