Liverpool Guild of Students gets Festive
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Last Sunday Liverpool was graced by the unusual sight of thousands of Santa Clauses all making their way into the city centre for the annual Santa Dash. In a bid to beat a world record, Santas of all ages (with the odd reindeer and Christmas tree) flocked to the start line, ready to complete a 5k charity fun run. Participants fundraised for various worthy causes and, whilst a world record wasn’t set this year, it was certainly an achievement for the city with almost 8000 people taking part.
Members of Liverpool Guild of Students (LGoS) donned their red and white suits to raise an estimated £500 for the children’s charity ‘Barnardos’. The Barnardos Society at the Guild wants to raise £1000 by the end of next semester and so their good work won’t be stopping at the finish line. The society has plenty more lined up, from a Marks and Spencer Bag Pack to a charity fashion show. The fun run wasn’t all about breaking into a sweat. Participants had a great time as they made their way around the route and there was a real buzz in the air. University of Liverpool Student Maggie Hayes found the event “surprisingly brilliant”, saying it was “Incredibly inspiring to see so many people out for such a great cause.”
Ayana Ollerhead, chair of the Barnardos society, also enjoyed the experience:  “Seeing all the families and Liverpool residents standing on the by lines was real motivation to keep at it, but also made you smile at the same time. All in all I would say that it was a great experience and a real Fun Run.”
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LGoS’ Islamic Society (ISOC) also had an extremely successful week of fundraising between 22nd and the 26th November, raising a staggering £1000 for the Big Issue. The aim was to plan and organise a week in which they could come together and create a medium on campus for the student community to give to charitable organisations both local to Liverpool and on an international level. Throughout the week the group had multiple events raising money for charity including cake sales, bucket collections, and a football tournament. Every day from Monday to Friday they were selling on campus the popular Krispy Kreme doughnuts, different types of cakes and hot chocolate. The sister’s had their own evening which was full of entertainment, sisterhood and food with all the proceeds going to charity. The most popular event in the week was the auction in which they had over twenty items from beautiful canvases to signed memorabilia to football tickets.
Zahid Rehman, President of ISOC said “As Muslims it is a fundamental aspect of our faith to give in charity to those people who are most needy of it. I would like to take this opportunity to thank students on campus for their generosity, the Islamic society members for their motivation in the week and also the Liverpool university Guild staff for facilitating many of our ideas.”
Another successful event that took place at LGoS on 9th December was the annual Winter Jamboree where LGoS’ activity groups showcased the work that they do in an interactive way. The building was animated with activity throughout. The Courtyard was a non-alcoholic space with world food stalls and canapés to sample. Performance and music groups were there to entertain and there were also games, a fun casino, as well as raffle and prizes (proceeds will be donated to K.I.N.D.). 
