‘Liverpool Guild of Students tidy up youth centres and church on volunteering day out’
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On 29th July 2010, staff and students from Liverpool Guild of Students (LGoS) took part in their annual volunteering day. LGoS worked in partnership with Liverpool City Council to identify actions in Liverpool that needed doing to improve services available to the community. At 9:30am, twenty five staff and students descended upon Unity Youth and Community Centre to paint the outside of the centre, clean the inside and clear out a cluttered garage to free up much need storage space. Based in the heart of Toxteth, Unity Youth and Community Centre provide a safe environment for young people between the ages of seven and twenty four. Their afternoon (aged 7-12) and evening (aged 12-24) sessions are all free. Unity offers all kinds of sports including a well equipped gym, study support to enable young people to reach their full potential, and education about sexual health.     

Julie Smith, Participation Coordinator of Unity Youth and Community Centre, said “A lack of funding for the centre means that we have very limited resources. We are based in the middle of a housing estate and the volunteering that staff from Liverpool Guild of Students did has really brightened up the centre and given it a much needed facelift. Their hard work is greatly appreciated by the young people, staff and locals.” 
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In the afternoon, volunteers were involved in painting the inside of and tidying the gardens of Wellington Road City Mission church, and painting the floor and clearing the garden at Harthill Youth Centre. Harthill Youth Centre offers young people (aged 13-19) a place to get involved in activities that they are interested in. The various evenings involve a music project, working with young people with disabilities and an evening for people from the Czech Republic. The centre provides a play scheme for 8-12 year olds. Harthill also offers support to help young people find employment and through their ‘Aim to Achieve’ project, young people are given the opportunity to achieve OCN accreditation. 

All volunteers really felt that their efforts had truly benefitted the community. LGoS would like to thank Liverpool City Council for working with us and Unity Youth and Community Centre, Harthill Youth Centre and Wellington Road City Mission Church for their welcome and hospitality.
Josh Wright, LGoS President, said “Volunteering is something that we are always looking to do more of ourselves and encourage our members to do as well. We should all be giving something back to our community.”
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Peter Robertson, LGoS Chief Executive, said “Staff volunteering is a chance for us to practice what we preach. Working together to bring about a change is a great way to bond with colleagues that may not work closely on a day to day basis, and share a sense of accomplishment. Plus, by leaving our usual environment we can meet people from a diverse range of backgrounds – people we may never come across in our daily lives. We get to share new experiences with new people, and learn new skills that can give us confidence to face challenges in other areas of our lives. It also lets us see each other outside a work environment and its fun.”
LGoS is also working in partnership with Liverpool City Council, Riverside Housing Association, Liverpool Volunteer’s Centre, Liverpool Community College, Hope University, Liverpool John Moore’s University, Mencap and Vschools on a community engagement volunteering project called Regenerate. Regenerate will see students and the wider community from across Merseyside come together on 15th and 16th October to be involved in regenerating a part of Liverpool. This will involve painting the window sills of local resident’s houses, litter picking, improving a neglected green site and donating potted plants to local residents. 
Volunteering lies at the heart of LGoS and it is partly through volunteering that we engage with the community and respond to Liverpool’s local priorities. LGoS will continue to strive to be part of the solution to Liverpool’s challenges and remain a key player in creating thriving local neighbourhoods.
If you would like to find out more information about volunteering at LGoS, please visit lgos.org/volunteering or contact Becky Turner at rturner@liverpool.ac.uk or 0151 795 0387. 
